Benchmark Lesson

     27.05

Understanding the Difference Between Plagiarism

and Student Generated Text

Assignment: After you have carefully read the information below write a two paragraph response about the difference between plagiarism and student-generated text. 
      Read: A Statement on Plagiarism. http://ccc.commnet.edu/mla/plagiarism.htm
The following is taken from www. gabiscott.com

MLA 

MLA refers to the Modern Language Association, a group whose guidelines are the

basis of the information you'll find here. If you're writing a paper for an English

class, chances are you will need to use these when putting together any research

project..The ideas behind how and when to document a source are quite similar. 

Terms 

    Quoting is simply using someone else's words in your paper. 

    Paraphrasing is writing someone else's ideas in your own words. 

    Citing is indicating where you found the quotation. 

    Documenting, strictly speaking, refers to keeping records of your sources and

    citing them in your paper. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is just plain cheating. It's using someone else's words or ideas in your

paper as if they were your own. If you copy someone else's work on purpose, you

know that it's wrong. However, if you don't understand how to cite another's work

and accidentally plagiarize, you may still get accused of cheating. That's one good

reason to learn quotation mechanics.

Avoiding Plagiarism

The following examples should give you some idea about the difference between

proper research writing and plagiarism. (For more on the mechanics of "how" to cite,

click here.)

First, here is an example of original reference material from Walter Allen's The

English Novel, New York: Dutton, 1954, followed by three student versions. Only

Version C is correct.

Original material:

    Wuthering Heights is the most remarkable novel in English. It is perfect,

    and perfect in the rarest way: it is the complete bodying forth of an

    intensely individual apprehension of the nature of man and life. That is

    to say, the content is strange enough, indeed baffling enough, while the

    artistic expression of it is flawless. (Allen 223) 

Student Version A:

    The most remarkable novel in English is Wuthering Heights. It brings

    forth an individual apprehension of the nature of man and life;

    therefore, it is perfect in the rarest way. The artistic expression is

    flawless, but the content is strange, indeed baffling.

This is clearly plagiarized. The student has copied the original almost word for word,

and there is no attempt to indicate what has been copied or where it was found. 

Student Version B:

    Wuthering Heights is a great English novel. It is perfect in the rarest

    way: it provides an individual apprehension of man's nature. The artistic

    expression is flawless, although the content is strange and baffling.

    (Allen 223) 

This is a little better, but it is still an example of plagiarism. Even though an attempt

has been made to indicate the source, we can't tell which words were copied directly.

(Remember: just because you move the word order around a little or leave a word or

two out, that doesn't make it your writing or your ideas. You still have to document.)

Student Version C:

    Walter Allen insists that the "artistic expression" of Wuthering Heights

    is flawless (223). Allen admits that the content is strange and even

    baffling, but he argues that the novel is perfect because it accurately

    presents "an intensely individual apprehension of the nature of man and

    life" (223).

Here the student has correctly handled the use of the original. Some words are

rephrased, but those taken word for word are clearly marked. Also, it is clear what

source is being used.

Read the following paragraph: 

           There's something about ticks that drives even the most well-balanced among us a bit

           nutty. They're too small to feel when they're crawling on your skin. They pack their own

           anesthetic, so you don't realize they're burying their heads in your body. And they suck

           your blood for hours at a stretch. Besides grossing you out, ticks may carry certain

           bacteria that can make you very, very sick, as thousands of folks in the Northeast and

           Midwest who have developed Lyme disease can tell you. -- Christine Gorman

           Based on what you have learned about plagiarism, which of the following student

           writing samples is an example of plagiarism? There may be more than one. E-mail

           your answer to your teacher, explaining why each writing sample you select is an

           example of plagiarism.

             1.Ticks are insects that such your blood. They bury their heads in a person's body.

                They carry bacteria and can make you very sick.

             2.Ticks are insects that such your blood. There's something about ticks that drives

                even the most well-balanced among us a bit nutty. They're too small to feel when

                they're crawling on your skin. They can make you very sick.

             3.Ticks are insects that such your blood. As Christine Gorman says in a July 1999

                issue of Time Magazine, "there's something about ticks that drives even the

                most well-balanced among us a bit nutty." They bury their heads in your body and

                such your blood "for hours at a stretch." 

