PRIVATE
Lesson
L-12.06
Distinguishing Uses of "the," "a," and "an"

PRIVATE
There are only three articles, and they are divided into two types: indefinite (a, an) and definite (the). Another way to think of the two types is general (a, an) and specific (the). 
I would like to borrow a pencil. [The word a is indefinite and general. I do not care which pencil I am given. Any pencil will do.]

Please hand me the red pen. [The word the is definite and specific. I know exactly which pen I want to use.]

The use of the two indefinite, or general, articles is determined by the beginning sound of the word that follows it. If the word begins with a consonant sound (such as blue, date, and time), use the article a. If the word begins with a vowel sound (such as apple, hour, and order), use an.
She wants to buy a dress. [Dress begins with a consonant sound; therefore, a is used.] 

Mary wants a green vase for her flowers. [Green begins with a consonant sound; therefore a is used.]

John would like to eat an orange. [Orange begins with a vowel sound; therefore, an is used.]

It was an honor to meet Governor Bush. [Honor begins with a vowel sound (the h is silent); therefore, an is used.

In the following phrases, supply either a or an:  

1. ____ bingo game

2. ____ idiot

3. ____ good job

4. ____ rotten plum

5. ____ used fork

6. ____ uncle

7. ____ historian

8. ____ apple

9. ____ hair

10. ____ artichoke

11. ____ horrible movie

12. ____ opera

13. ____ fine opera

14. ____ television

15. ____ earthquake

16. ____ icicle

17. ____ plant

18. ____ eggplant

19. ____ honorable discharge

20. ____ intelligent man

21. ____ table

22. ____ up stairway

23. ____ paper clip

24. ____ animal

25. ____ usual feeling

26. ____ interest

27. ____ alibi

28. ____ early bird

29. ____ couch

30. ____ airplane

31. ____ grade

32. ____ pair

33. ____ idea

34. ____ energy level

Fill in the blanks below using the correct article: a, an, or the. E-mail your answers to your teacher, or take the completed printed page to your teacher when you next meet.

1. Where is _____ old rag that I can use to dust the furniture?


2. Mary wanted _____ extra cookie.


3. _____ title of the movie was "Star Wars."


4. Mom added _____ onion to the stew.


5. My friend and I rode _____ biggest roller coaster at the fair.


6. That magician is _____ greatest in the world.


7. I had to put on _____ raincoat when it started to drizzle.


8. We live in _____ brick house.


9. The little girl found _____ kitty cat in the field.


10. The family moved to town and bought _____old house. 

