Benchmark 18.2

Using an apostrophe to show the possessive noun


The employee's uniform is green.

In the sentence above, what is green - the employee or his uniform?

You are correct if you said uniform. Obviously, the uniform is green, not the employee.

The employees' cafeteria is closed today.

In the sentence above, is the cafeteria for one or more than one employee? You are correct if you said more than one. 

· Use  an apostrophe to show ownership in these ways:

1. Add 's to a singular person or thing, even if the word ends in s.

Jess's dogs

the car's brake system

2. Add the apostrophe alone (') to a plural that ends in s.

the Smiths' daughters

my in-laws' house

3. Add 's to a plural not ending in s.

women's rights

the people's choice

Note: Pronouns show possession without an apostrophe.

hers, his, its, theirs, ours, yours, whose

APPLICATION

Use the words below to write phrases. Write the correct possessive form of the first noun.

Example: John/diploma          John's diploma

1. Mrs. Kelly/job

2. the men/room

3. Dr. Jones/office

4. the unions/pension plans

5. her company/benefits

6. the teachers/meeting 

7. ladies/shoes

8. my boss/personality

9. Ms. Sosa/car

10. the Sosas/landlord

11. the children/drawings

12. babies/outfits

