Standard 22.1   

Preparing for writing by brainstorming verbally and in writing, focusing on a central idea found in the brainstorming, generating and organizing ideas related to the central focus, and identifying the specific purpose for the writing


  The Writing Process is a series of steps to follow.  The key to writing a good essay is organization.  Following this process is like using a map to get to a particular place. There are five steps:

                                                Step 1: Prewriting

Step 2: Writing the First draft

                        Step 3: Editing and Revising

 Step 4: Writing the Final Draft

                       Step 5: Publishing (Sharing the Final Draft)

For purpose of Standard 22.1, we'll only be concerned with Step 1 - Prewriting. Prewriting means planning before you begin to write. Your writing will flow more smoothly if you do some prewriting tasks. 

· Define Your Topic. The first step is to choose a topic. (On the GED test you will be assigned a topic.) Before selecting a topic, define your purpose for writing and the audience for whom you are writing. Ask yourself these questions.

· Identify Your Purpose. Why am I writing? Possible answers are to tell a story, to give information, to describe something, to explain something, or persuade someone to do something.
· Identify Your Audience. Who will be reading what I'm writing? 
· Generate Ideas.  After your purpose, audience, and topic are clear in your mind, you are ready to generate ideas about your topic.
· Brainstorm ideas.  Ask yourself a series of questions about the topic to get your ideas flowing. Take 5 to 7 minutes to "brainstorm" about ANYTHING you can think of.  Write whatever comes to mind - fragments, one word, a sentence - ANYTHING. This will help you focus on your topic. 
· Focus On a Central Idea or Topic.  What main point are you trying to get across to your reader? 

· Organize Your Ideas. Organize your ideas in the order you plan to write about them. Briefly writing an outline will help you to organize your ideas into paragraphs. (introduction, body. conclusion).
Outline Format

I. Introduction (Main idea) (Central Topic)

   A. Subtopic

1. Supporting detail

   B. Subtopic
      1.   Supporting detail

  C. Subtopic

1. Supporting detail

II. Body

A. Main Idea for paragraph 1 (Subtopic A)

1. Supporting detail

2. Supporting detail

3. supporting detail

B. Main Idea for paragraph 2 (Subtopic B)

1. Supporting detail

2. Supporting detail

3. Supporting detail

C. Main idea for paragraph 3 (Subtopic C)

1. Supporting derail

2. Supporting detail

3. Supporting detail

III. Conclusion

    A. Concluding Statement

1. Supporting detail

2. Supporting detail

3. Supporting detail

APPLICATION

First brainstorm the following topics then outline your ideas using the outline model above. When you complete your lesson, return it to me by email - virtualpruitt@yahoo.com. 

1. Which makes a better pet for a city dweller - a cat or a dog?

  2.  One-parent families can be as strong as two-parent families. Do you agree or disagree?

  3.   There are people who feel that abortion should be legalized. Do you agree or disagree?

