[image: image1.wmf]
State of Florida
Miami-Dade County Public Schools
Virtual School District

Benchmark
22.1

Preparing for Writing by Brainstorming Verbally and in Writing, Focusing on a Central Idea Found in the Brainstorming, 
Generating and Organizing Ideas Related to the Central Focus, and Identifying the Specific Purpose for the Writing


Brainstorming is a very effective way to prepare for writing. Whether you are given a topic to write about or whether you must make up your own topic, brainstorming will help you develop a central idea and define the details that you will include in your writing. You can brainstorm by yourself or with a small group of people. 

 Brainstorm by yourself: 

· Find a quiet place to sit with no distractions.  

· Write your topic at the top of a clean piece of paper or in a word processing program on your computer.
· Think about your topic and make a list of everything that comes into your mind. 

· The list can be words or phrases, or you may wish to write complete sentences.  

· There is no right or wrong way to prepare your list. 

After you have jotted down your thoughts for a while, perhaps six minutes, stop and look at your list. Look for related ideas or similar thoughts. You may wish to circle or highlight the ideas that appeal to you the most. Those ideas will become the focus of your writing. Next, look for a logical way to organize those ideas that you have chosen.

Let’s practice. Brainstorm these topics, and return them to me by email.

TOPICS

1. Does a violent childhood create a violent adult?

2. Should religion be taught in public schools?

3. Describe the effects of the automobile on modern life.

4. How does watching TV effect young people?



